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Context is everything!
“What are we talking about?”

● New realities since the onset of the pandemic.

● Reduced in-person worship service attendance, moving to online streaming.

● Moved from local, to national, to global reach.

● Copyrighted and non-copyrighted content, especially musical works.

● Licencing obligations to use the Intellectual Property of others.



Copyright and 
Licencing 
Obligations

Whose Intellectual Property (IP) are we 
using?
● Authors, Composers, Publishers, etc.

Are we allowed to broadcast it to the “public”?
● Yes, but there are obligations.

Is Church considered “Private” or “Public”?
● Hint: Church is not “Private”.

Who protects the rights of those who own the 
Intellectual Property (IP) we use?
● e.g. JIPO, JACAP, etc.



Copyright and 
Licencing 
Obligations

1. If the musical work is under “copyright”, then according to 

JACAP, “Anyone who copies, distributes, broadcasts or adapts 

musical works needs a licence.”

(Source: https://www.jacapjamaica.com/licence)

2. If the musical work is no longer under “copyright”, then no 

licence is needed.

https://www.jacapjamaica.com/licence


Public Space vs. Private Space

Public
● Youtube
● Facebook
● Instagram
● etc.

Private
● Dedicated website hosting
● Your own computer
● WhatsApp
● Email



Recommendation:
Retain Recorded 
Content in your 
Private Space

Obtain permission (licencing) to use any 

copyrighted material for the live stream (e.g. 

YouTube, Facebook, Instagram, etc.), then take 

it down and publish the content to your own 

website.







Thank You


